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Cemetery Flower
Planting Project A
Great Success
Our 2008 Knights of Columbus
cemetery flower planting crew
is pictured at left taking a break
after a hard morning’s work.
This highly successful project
raised approximately $2521 for
Council 1049. Many thanks to
S/K Tom Leeder for once
again coordinating this very
worthwhile venture.
Get your orders in early for
next year!
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It was exciting to take over the Grand Knight position
this last year. With the help of many of our members,
we accomplished every project with great success.
Some of the highlights included the Ham & Turkey
Raffle at St. Mary's last fall, and the Appreciation
Dinner this spring for the local priests, deacons and
wives of past and present members. April 15 we
helped to bring in the Central Band of the Canadian
Forces from Ottawa. Over 325 people were treated
to a very entertaining night at St. Mary's school. The
show included entertainment by St. Mary's High
School Band conducted by Brother Knight and
Teacher James MacKenzie.
Early in the spring we participated as pledge takers in
the Brockville Palliative Care Telethon and donated
$1000 that night. Two blood donor clinics were also
sponsored by our council this past year.

Please submit all articles for upcoming newsletters to the editor no later than March 15, June 15, September 15 and December 15.
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Feeding The Flock
By Father Tim Harrison

District Deputy’s Dissertations
By S/K Len Libitz

How many times have we said it: “I am never doing
that again!” I am never drinking or eating too much;
yelling at the kids; looking at pornography; swearing or
lying or gossiping; skipping prayer or missing Mass
again. Each of us struggles with something like this.
With the best intentions and all the willpower we can
summon, we set out, determined to do better – only to
fall again, as victims of the tyrant, sin.

Four years have flown by and, as the end of my tenure is
near, I look back with many fond memories. A District
Deputy’s job and mandate is to guide, advise, and nurture the
councils in his jurisdiction with the assistance of the many
councils’ Grand Knights and executives.

We know what is good and what is sinful; we know
what the law requires and what it forbids. Deep in our
hearts, we all want to please God. But how can we
change if our own desire and most strenuous efforts
aren’t enough? We all know the desperate cry, “Who
will deliver me?” (Romans 7:24). To know the answer,
we must first admit, “I can’t do it on my own.” That is
the first verse of the glad shout that disarms the enemy.
The chorus follows: “Thanks be to God through Jesus
Christ our Lord!” (7:25).

Our district is on a growth path … awards are imminent for
some of our councils.

Jesus has bridged the gulf created by sin that separates
us from God. We were powerless to do that. For if we
could have, then Jesus died for no reason. (Galatians
2:21) But his death was not pointless. He carried with
him to the cross every one of our sins – even the most
stubborn, shameful habits – where they are nailed still,
if we consent to leave them there. On the cross, Jesus
triumphed over sin. Now we, who share in his life,
share also in his victory!
So live as a victor today. Turn to Jesus, keeping his
victory in sight. Declare it: Jesus’ death is enough; sin
is defeated; love has triumphed. Open your heart to
receive that love. God the Father longs for you to
know it personally. Ask him for it. Let it flood in and
sweep away shame, guilt, and the thought that you will
never change. He can do it. Turn your thoughts and
desires to knowing and receiving His love. As it fills
you, sin will slink away, the defeated bully it is.

I know that over this period of time, I may have angered or
upset some, but I look back and see the accomplishments of
the councils and I feel the best job has been done.

Speaking of awards, I must confess that my committee of
three and I had a very difficult chore choosing a winner for
Knight of the Year from all of the excellent nominations
submitted. We were able to select a winner after much
deliberation.
This Knight has participated in every function his council has
been involved with over the past year. In some cases, he was
the spearhead for the event. The quality and character of this
Knight can best be assessed by looking at his family.
He is a Knight’s Knight. He has served on the council
executive in many capacities and is instrumental in recruiting
many Knights as members for his council. This Knight is a
very spiritual person who lives the Gospel in his daily life.
This in and of itself is a mandate for all Knights to follow.
It is, indeed, my pleasure to announce that the 2008 Knight
of the Year award for District 57 goes to Stephen Caza.
As I close, I would ask the reassurance of each council to
give your new District Deputy Alain Langlois your fullest
cooperation. I would like to close my tenure with a prayer:
“Lord, when we are wrong, make us willing to change; and
when we are right, make us easy to live with.”
God Bless. Thank you all for your support during my tenure
as District Deputy.
Vivat Jesus!

Have a great summer! 

A woman had twins and gave them up for adoption. One of them went to a family in Egypt and was named
"Ahmal." The other went to a family in Spain and was named "Juan." Years later, Juan sent a picture of
himself to his birth mother. Upon receiving the picture, she told her husband that she wished she also had a
picture of Ahmal. Her husband responded, "They're twins! If you've seen Juan, you've seen Ahmal."
Please submit all articles for upcoming newsletters to the editor no later than March 15, June 15, September 15 and December 15.
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Deputy Grand Knight’s Report

continued from page 1

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SEMINARIAN’S MASS AND DINNER
DATE: AUGUST 10, 2008
PLACE: ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH / LEGION
TIME:

4:00 P.M. (MASS), 5:00 P.M. (DINNER)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS EXECUTIVE MEETING
DATE: JULY 9, 2008
PLACE: 75 JAMES STREET WEST
TIME: 7:00 P.M.
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS GENERAL MEETING
DATE:

SEPTEMBER 17, 2008

PLACE: ST. JOHN BOSCO CHURCH
TIME:

7:00 P.M.

NEW OFFICER TRAINING
DATE:

SEPTEMBER 2008

PLACE: KINGSTON, ON
TIME:

TBA

OFFICER INSTALLATION MASS
DATE:

SEPTEMBER 2008

PLACE: ST. JOHN BOSCO CHURCH
TIME:

TBA

Thinking ahead:

Once again, the planting of flowers for approximately
80 deceased relatives was held at St. Frances Xavier
cemetery. Donations were received from across North
America. The farthest away was a donation of $35
from the Ryan family in Portland, Oregon. Rose
Sunday in May collected $2000 for Birthright. I was
able to help hand out prayer books to 67 young people
who made their confirmation at St. John Bosco Church
in April and 18 young people at St. Francis Xavier
Church in May. This was an important moment in their
lives to bring them closer to their faith, to encourage
them to keep our Lord close to their heart, and to try to
live a life by doing everything right knowing that God
will be watching over them.
Two bursaries were handed out June 24 from Knights
of Columbus Council 1049 to graduating students at St.
Mary's school. Congratulations to Jason Ouellet and
Spencer Frech; each received $200.
Our second annual yard sale was held June 7 at St.
John Bosco Church. The event was well attended as
approximately $1,491.00 was raised. Remember to
volunteer for Bingo nights the last Friday of every
month.
The General Meeting in June was the last meeting for
me as acting Grand Knight with newly elected council
members taking over July 01, 2008. It has been an
honour to fill in for the Grand Knight since November
2007. "O God our Heavenly Father, Bless & Guide our
new endeavours for the New Year."
Deputy Grand Knight
Jack McNamee

Treasury Chest
By Remi Ouellet

JOHN SANDS ORGAN CONCERT
Date:

October 15, 2008

Place:

St. John Bosco Church

Time:

7:00 p.m.

Tickets: $10 per person

I would like to thank every one of you who made my job
easier as Financial Secretary for the past few years. In
particular, I wish to thank Gabriel Nault.
Gaby, you have been a tremendous help to me as a
Financial Secretary and a very good friend.

SANTA CLAUS PARADE
Date:

November 29, 2008

Place:

Brockville, ON

Time:

2:00 p.m.

As you know I'm stepping down as Financial Secretary.
I wish the best of luck to my successor Paul Kundlacz.
I hope you will be as good to him as you were to me.
Remi Ouellet

Please submit all articles for upcoming newsletters to the editor no later than March 15, June 15, September 15 and December 15.
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Get To Know Your Brothers
This column is intended for all members to get to know more about their brothers. Submissions including oddities
and unique experiences are most welcome; they are wonderful to read. Please submit articles using a “Top Ten”
format. Enjoy!

Maurice Fodey
Many people dream of being the captain of a large ship on the high seas. Few of us ever realize that childhood dream; we venture
down an entirely different path in life. Every now and then, you get to meet a person that has realized their seafaring wish of younger
years. Here are the top ten factoids of Brother Maurice:
#10. Maurice was born on a farm during a HUGE snowstorm near Lansdowne, Ontario on Mar 28, 1932.
#9. Lived in the village and attended school in Lansdowne, graduating from Grade 12 in June, 1949.
#8. Two weeks after graduating from Grade 12, he signed on the S/S Keyvive as a Deckhand.
#7. Maurice loved seafaring so much that he continued working on ships for the next 46 years.
#6. Studied hard during several winter seasons and obtained his “Master of a Steamship” (Captain) papers in 1960. This qualified
Maurice to work as a First Mate on the large ore carriers being built at that time.
#5. Using his First Mate experience, Maurice entered the Pilotage service in 1965 and worked mainly on foreign ships travelling the
Seaway and Lake Ontario until his retirement in April, 1995.
#4. Married in 1961 and widowed in 1992. Married again in 1997 to Isobelle. She had previously been widowed and they had
known each other since their teens.
#3. Large crowds are guaranteed at their house for Christmas, Easter and other family events. Maurice has two children and two
grandchildren from his first marriage; Isobelle has five children and 11 grandchildren from her first marriage.
#2. Joined the Knights of Columbus in 1962 and the Fourth degree in October, 2007 (now a life member). Prior to retirement,
Maurice was not very active but since then has held several positions. After moving to Brockville, he was the Financial Secretary for
four years; a busy, but very rewarding job.
#1. During his spare time, Maurice enjoys travel, digital photography, genealogy, and computers. He has volunteered as a teacher’s
assistant for a local computer course for seniors.

Remi Ouellet
One of the most demanding positions on any Knights of Columbus Council has to be that of Financial Secretary. The paperwork is
seemingly endless and your calculations have to be exact to the penny every time. As if that weren’t enough, you have at least two
audits to endure every year in addition to maintaining your regular job and family life. As he retires from the post of Financial
Secretary, here is the top ten list for Brother Remi.
#10. Remi is the sixth of ten children. He was born in the small village of Saint Michel de Squattec in June, 1956.
#9. His family moved to Roxton Falls when Remi was 11 months old. His father had purchased a farm in the area.
#8. At the age of six, Remi’s father sold the farm, moved the family to Valcourt, and began working for Bombardier.
#7. Remi absolutely loved school (he hated it). He graduated in 1974 with a secondary V diploma.
#6. At the age of 18, Remi began working for Bombardier as a journeyman. He worked there for 6.5 years.
#5. At age 25, with some experience as a tool sharpener, he began working for Canadian in Montreal. At the time, they had told him
they had a lot of orders for the Challenger aircraft, so he quit Bombardier). A year and a half later, Remi and 1700 other employees
were laid off.
#4. After eight months of unemployment in 1983, Remi started working for Ideal Building Fasteners.
#3. He moved to Alexandria, ON with CIE in 1983 and then to Brockville in 1999. He’s worked for CIE for 25 years.
#2. Remi and Teresa married in June, 1988. Their son, Jason, was born in September of 1989. Jason was just awarded a $200
bursary from Council 1049 at his high school graduation ceremony.
#1. Remi joined the Knights of Columbus in 1979. For the past two years, he has been the Financial Secretary for Council 1049.

Please submit all articles for upcoming newsletters to the editor no later than March 15, June 15, September 15 and December 15.
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Blessing of the New Blessed Virgin Mary Statue

The statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary and flower urns that adorn the porthole at Saint John Bosco Church in Brockville
were recently donated by Knights of Columbus Council 1049. Pictured above are his Grace, the Most Reverend
Brendan O’Brien, Archbishop of Kingston, and our Chaplain, Father Tim Harrison, during the blessing and dedication
that took place on April 18, 2008.

Members of the Fourth Degree attended the unveiling of the new statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary at St. John
Bosco Church in Brockville. Pictured above (L-R) are: S/K John McAuley (Commander), S/K Thomas Leeder,
S/K Jack Bradley, S/K Roger Duchene, S/K Al Minnifie, S/K Paul Davy, and S/K Len Libitz (Faithful Navigator).

Please submit all articles for upcoming newsletters to the editor no later than March 15, June 15, September 15 and December 15.
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SHOWTIME at Saint Mary CHS
Knights of Columbus Council
1049 were honoured to host a
concert by the Central Band of
the Canadian Forces at Saint
Mary Catholic High School in
Brockville on April 15, 2008.
The show featured a variety of
different genres of music. In
addition, the Central Band
graciously allowed the Saint
Mary High School Band to
perform three numbers with
them in the second half.
Pictured at left is our chaplain,
Father Tim Harrison conducting
the joint band playing “The
Liberty Bell March”.

Proceeds from the Central Band of the Canadian Forces April 15 Concert were donated to aid in the
purchase of new instruments for the Saint Mary CHS Band Program. Pictured above (L-R) in the
cheque presentation are: Brother Alex Mcleod, Deputy Grand Knight Jack McNamee, band director
James MacKenzie and school principal Tom Whalen.

Please submit all articles for upcoming newsletters to the editor no later than March 15, June 15, September 15 and December 15.
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Knight of the Year 2008

Congratulations to Steve Caza on being named District 57 Knight of the Year for 2008!
Steve is, first and foremost, a wonderful person and a true member of the Knights of Columbus. He has always
been proud to be a part of the Knights of Columbus organization and holds it near and dear to his heart. Over the
years, Steve has held many executive positions. For example, he served for four years as the District Deputy for our
region. Steve is a team builder; he likes getting everyone involved. To that end, he has sponsored many new
Knights during his tenure.
Steve is very much a family man, as evidenced by the photograph featuring his lovely wife Anne. They have been
raising a family of five children in South Mountain, ON. He often likes to entertain friends and family. Through the
Knights of Columbus, that same love of family has given him a greater sense of solidarity with the church. The
fraternity and friendships that have developed over the years continue to be key elements for Steve in his daily life.
Outside of his day job, Steve is an accomplished visual artist. Check out his web site at: http://stevencazasart.com
Steve has been sculpting and painting for 30 years. He has a Bachelor of Arts with a concentration in Visual Arts.
He and Anne operate a home improvement business which he started in 1986. The company employs 25 people.
Feel free to contact Steve directly if you wish to further discuss professional portrait sculpture.
In his spare time, Steve loves to work at keeping his yard looking nice. He also likes to take a dip in the pool, no
matter how cold it is. Anne has openly acknowledged that Steve is a pretty good cook, too. He is always up for a
good get together. Whenever he can, he likes to canoe on the Nation River, located at the end of their home
property. While some of us are debating whether to begin building our own Arks, Steve is loving all the rain we have
been receiving recently. Normally, the water level in the Nation river is very low in the summer, but this wonderful
rain has extended the canoeing season.
Keep up the great work Steve. Congratulations again on being named the Knight of the Year!
Editor’s Note: Thank you Anne for your submission!

Please submit all articles for upcoming newsletters to the editor no later than March 15, June 15, September 15 and December 15.
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R.R.S.P.’s - R.R.I.F.’s – Non Registered Funds
K of C Annuity Interest rate ranging from

3.75 %* to 4.00%*
Knights of Columbus Insurance
Providing financial stability for Brother Knights and their families since 1882

For prompt, courteous and professional service, contact your field agent

Jamie A.B. Lepper (613) 325-9203
jamie.lepper@kofc.org
Offering simple solutions and exceptional opportunities to move our families ahead financially.

Compare with area interest rates
Institutions

1 year GIC

2 year GIC

3 year GIC

4 year GIC

5 year GIC

Bank of Montreal

2.25

2.60

2.85

2.95

3.20

Bank of Nova Scotia

2.25

2.60

2.85

2.95

3.20

CIBC

2.25

2.60

2.85

2.95

3.20

TD Canada Trust

2.25

2.60

2.85

2.95

3.20

Royal Bank

2.25

2.60

2.85

2.95

3.20

Data supplied by Fiscal Agents and last updated June 24, 2008

*This offering is made to members and spouses. The 3.75% and 4.00% effective annual yield is on new payments and depends on the size of deposit and length of
term. Early withdrawal is subject to a reducing surrender charge. Annual withdrawal of principal up to 10% of the accumulated value is permitted with no
surrender charge, providing the accumulated amount is in excess of $5000.00. After the initial period, interest rates are set at the highest rate consistent with
absolute safety of principal but in no case ever less than 3.0% on new issues and 3.5% on policies issued before July 1, 2003.

Please submit all articles for upcoming newsletters to the editor no later than March 15, June 15, September 15 and December 15.
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NEWSFLASH!!!
Congratulations to Jack McNamee for his
outstanding service as Deputy Grand
Knight this year. Due to the illness of
elected Grand Knight Mike Riopelle this
past year, Jack stepped in and took the
reins of Council 1049. For his efforts,
Supreme Council has recently awarded
Jack the pin and title of Past Grand
Knight for his dedicated service this year.
Congratulations Jack!

Truly a man “Called To Serve”.
HEAR YE, HEAR YE!!
News from our Publicity Director
Once or twice a month, Brother Knights of Council
1049 assist Loaves and Fishes as meal preparation
workers for the needy in our community. As pictured
here, Brothers Jack Bolger and Andy Seguin often
can be seen lending a hand alongside other
volunteers from St. Francis Xavier and St. John
Bosco Churches. Please consider giving your time
for such a worthy cause. You can make a difference
in someone’s life and make new friends in the
process.
Andy Seguin
Publicity Director

SEEK AND YE SHALL FIND …
News from our Membership Director
As of June 01, 2008, the membership for Brockville Council 1049 stands at 113 Brother Knights. A special thanks to
Father Tim Harrison for recruiting most of our new members.
On Sunday, May 4, 2008, seven brothers from Council 1049 were knighted at a Third Degree Exemplification held in
Kingston, ON. The event was held in honour of his Grace, the Most Reverend Francis J. Spence, Archbishop
Emeritus Archdiocese of Kingston. Congratulations to Brothers Ray Brennan, James MacKenzie, Alex Mcleod, Bob
Visneski, Rick Fraser, Jason Ouellet and Stan Balemba. It was an honour to hand out diplomas to all Brothers
who made their third degree in Kingston in April 2008.
Let us not forget our deceased members this year; please pray for the souls of Leo McCann and Roger Moore.
Jack McNamee
Membership Director

Please submit all articles for upcoming newsletters to the editor no later than March 15, June 15, September 15 and December 15.
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A Message from your Brothers of the Fourth Degree:
Our fraternal year draws to a close. Reflecting back, we have had a very successful and exciting year. We have had
great turnouts for our honour guards, as well as great attendance at events where the Knights needed to be. Thank
you one and all and a very special thanks to our Assembly commander S/K John McAuley.
The honour guard on parade is truly a place where we can show the cities in which we live the visible arm of the
church. The times when we need the big turnouts are especially at Remembrance Day and Christmas. To help
solidify our urging of keeping Christ in Christmas, please take the opportunity to march in the Santa Claus parade.
This will speak volumes for the Catholic Church. This is why we became active in the fourth degree.
Our church functions are key. We must support Archbishop O’Brien visibly and morally. We have done a great
job in the past; we must now look at how we can do better in the future. We all lead busy lives, but we must try to
work these honour guards into our planning. We add the colour and the dignity to all functions which we attend
and this allows the church and the community at large to know just where we stand and for what we stand.
On behalf of my lady Bev and me, we wish each of you and your families a very safe and happy summer. May your
travels be wonderful and may all travelers be safe on their journeys. We have so much to be thankful for here. Let
us remember our military personnel this summer, as well as those people in areas of the world suffering from
natural disasters. Our prayers will always remember our Bishop, priests and seminarians.
“Happy moments praise God. Difficult moments seek God. Quiet moments worship God. Painful moments trust
God. Every moment … THANK GOD!”
Vivat Jesus.
Len Libitz
Faithful Navigator

Arthritis Society Car Raffle Draw
News from our Program Director
The 2008 “Arthritis” car raffle draw was held May 20, 2008. Unfortunately, we did not have any local
winners like last year. However, we will receive a reimbursement for some of the $2200 raised by our
council for the Arthritis Society. I want to thank all members who helped in selling tickets since
December 2007.
Jack McNamee
Program Director

VERY PUNNY
Mahatma Gandhi, as you know, walked barefoot most of the time, which produced an impressive
set of calluses on his feet. He also ate very little, which made him rather frail and with his odd diet,
he suffered from bad breath. This made him …
“A super calloused fragile mystic hexed by halitosis.”
Please submit all articles for upcoming newsletters to the editor no later than March 15, June 15, September 15 and December 15.
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BINGO SCHEDULE
By Coordinator Stan Balemba
DATE

1

27-Jun-08

Rob Del Riccio

25-Jul-08

Rob Del Riccio

22-Aug-08

John-Paul Elliott

26-Sep-08

Rob Del Riccio

24-Oct-08

Remi Ouellet

28-Nov-08

Alex McLeod

26-Dec-08

Rob Del Riccio

2
Tom
Barr
Tom
Barr
Tom
Barr
Tom
Barr
Tom
Barr
Tom
Barr
Tom
Barr

3

4

5

6

Spare # 1

Mark Whitton

Larry Judge

Andy Seguin

John Stemple

Len Libitz

Pat Donnovan

Claude Amelotte

Richard Hall

Rob Bell

Chris Houle

Mark Whitton

Mike Darling

Jim O’Grady

Alex McLeod

Rob Visneski

Pat Donnovan

Larry Judge

Andy Seguin

John Stemple

Len Libitz

Mark Whitton

Claude Amelotte

Richard Hall

Rob Bell

Chris Houle

Pat Donnovan

Mike Darling

Jim O’Grady

John-Paul Elliott

Rob Visneski

Pat Donnovan

Larry Judge

Andy Seguin

TBA

Len Libitz

Clergy Reincarnation
Two priests died at the same time and met Saint Peter at the Pearly Gate. Saint Peter said, "I'd like
to get you guys in now, but our computer is down. You'll have to go back to Earth for about a week,
but you can't go back as priests. What'll it be?"
The first priest says, "I've always wanted to be an eagle, soaring above the Rocky Mountains."
"So be it," says Saint Peter, and off flies the first priest.
The second priest mulls this over for a moment and asks, "Will any of this week 'count,' St. Peter?"
"No, I told you the computer's down. There's no way we can keep track of what you're doing."
"In that case," says the second priest, "I've always wanted to be a stud."
"So be it", says St. Peter, and the second priest disappears.
A week goes by, the computer is fixed, and the Lord tells St. Peter to recall the two priests. "Will you
have any trouble locating them?" he asks.
"The first one should be easy," says St. Peter. "He's somewhere over The Rockies, flying with the
eagles. But the second one could prove to be more difficult."
"Why?" asked the Lord.
"He's on a snow tire, somewhere in Saskatchewan."

Please submit all articles for upcoming newsletters to the editor no later than March 15, June 15, September 15 and December 15.
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BROCKVILLE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 1049
75 James Street West

Brockville, ON

K6V 3Z9

OFFICERS
Chaplain
Grand Knight
Deputy Grand Knight
Financial Secretary
Chancellor
Recorder
Treasurer
Advocate
Warden
Trustee 1 year
Trustee 2 year
Trustee 3 year
Inside Guard
Outside Guard

S/K Fr. Timothy Harrison
S/K Mike Riopelle
John McNamee
Remi Ouellet
S/K Larry Judge
John H. L. Davis
Gabriel Nault
David Cody
S/K Tim Glashan
Joel Thomson
S/K Guy Goddard
S/K Ron Wardle
S/K Al Minifie
S/K Jack Bolger

SERVICE PROGRAM DIRECTORS
Program Director
John McNamee
Church
Deacon William Heasley
Vocation Chairman
Matthew Wren
Community
Jean-Paul Chapdelaine
Council
Tim Glashan
Publicity
Andre Seguin
Family
Bob Visneski
Youth
Tim Glashan
Membership
John McNamee
Recruitment
David Crawford
Retention
Joseph Sheahan
Lecturer
Mike Riopelle
Bingo Chairman
Stan Balemba
Telephone Committee
Andre Seguin
Newsletter Editor
James MacKenzie
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------District Deputy
S/K Len Libitz
Fraternal Advisor
Jamie Lepper
Please submit all articles for upcoming newsletters to the editor no later than March 15, June 15, September 15 and December 15.
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Ottawa, Wednesday, July 2nd 2008
Archbishop Prendergast Protests the Award of the Order of Canada to Henry Morgentaler

The Most Reverend Terrence Prendergast, S.J., Archbishop of Ottawa, made the following
statement protesting the awarding of the Order of Canada to Henry Morgentaler:
“As a Canadian, I am saddened to learn that Henry Morgentaler has been awarded the Order
of Canada. As Catholic Christians, we must affirm and defend the gift of life from the
moment of conception to natural death. No one, in any circumstance, can claim the right to
destroy an innocent human being. Anyone who devotes their energies to promoting abortion
is a source of division on the most fundamental questions of life in society. Awarding the
Order of Canada to Henry Morgentaler can only be a matter of disunity, offending many
Canadians of conscience.
The Catholic Church has always taught that God is the Lord of life. He has entrusted us with
a noble mission: that of protecting all forms of human life with the utmost care. The
inalienable right to life is a constitutive element of any civil society and should be part of its
legislation. The fact that Henry Morgentaler is in the news is a reminder that the absence of
Canadian legislation on abortion is an unacceptable situation in our country that needs to be
remedied without delay.
We Catholic Christians have to affirm life. I invite all Catholics to make this affirmation of
life and their objection to this award to Henry Morgentaler known to political leaders at
every level.”
Reprinted with permission of the executive assistant to Archbishop Prendergast
Source: Rev. Msgr. Kevin Beach
Vicar General
613-738-5025, ext. 247

Please submit all articles for upcoming newsletters to the editor no later than March 15, June 15, September 15 and December 15.
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Comment by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops on the
Awarding of the Order of Canada to Dr. Henry Morgentaler
03 July 2008
The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops is dismayed by the upcoming appointment of Dr. Henry
Morgentaler to the Order of Canada. We believe that linking this award to a procedure as harmful as
abortion constitutes a serious error which undermines the significance of the Order of Canada.
On the Governor General’s website, it is written that “The Order of Canada’s motto is DESIDERANTES
MELIOREM PATRIAM (They desire a better country)”. Far from improving our country, Dr.
Morgentaler’s actions continue to create controversy and division in our nation. In the name of freedom of
choice, he has encouraged the development of a culture of death and has thus attacked the most vulnerable,
the unborn.
Awarding such a decoration in this context discredits the Order of Canada. It amounts to an inadmissible
affront to the numerous Canadians who dedicate their lives to the protection of the most vulnerable,
especially the unborn.
We ask the appropriate authorities to reconsider this nomination and not to award this distinction to Dr.
Morgentaler.
Reprinted with permission of Most Reverend Paul-André Durocher, Bishop of Alexandria-Cornwall,
Co-Treasurer of the CCCB.
Source: http://www.cccb.ca/site/content/view/2602/1217/lang,eng/

Statement from Most Reverend Brendan M. O’Brien
With regard to the nomination of Dr. Henry Morgentaler to the Order of Canada, I would like to
make the following statement, which you may share with your parishioners:
"The Order of Canada has been a means whereby Canadians could recognize those who have
enriched our country by making it a better place to live. The nomination of Dr. Henry Morgentaler
to the Order of Canada is incomprehensible to many Canadians, who do not see achievement but,
rather, loss and destruction. The Advisory Committee, in recommending him for the award as a
champion of women’s rights, ignores the terrible cost in terms of the lives of unborn children.
We must continue to witness to the value of human life at all stages and not have it glossed over
or trivialized, as this award to Dr. Morgentaler would have us do.
May those who face difficulties which may lead them to choose abortion be helped to choose life,
and may those who have experienced abortion find love and forgiveness."
Reprinted with permission. Source: Lisa Downey, Archdiocese of Kingston
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